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‘Anti-Wacker’-type hydroalkoxylation of diynes catalyzed by
palladium(0)
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Abstract—The regioselective trans addition of acidic alcohols to conjugated diynes via a Pd(0)-diyne intermediate to give the
alkoxylated enyne product, illustrates the first catalytic report involving electrophilic addition to unsaturated bonds by Pd(0).
© 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

The chemical nature of C�C unsaturated bonds is
affected by transition metals. In the addition of H-
nucleophiles to alkenes or alkynes, the electron density
of unsaturated systems can be decreased by complexa-
tion of an electrophilic high oxidation state transition
metal, e.g. Pd(II), thus activating the C�C multiple
bonds for nucleophilic attack.1 Processes based on this
Wacker-type reaction have been exploited extensively in
organic synthesis.

In our continuing study of palladium-catalyzed reac-
tions, we focused on the addition of alcohol nucleo-
philes to C�C multiple bonds.2 Typically, the addition
of O-nucleophiles to alkynes proceeds by the catalytic
action of Pd(II) salts3,4 which are best interpreted as

involving oxypalladation, a process similar to the nucleo-
philic attack in a Wacker-type reaction (Fig. 1A). Addi-
tion of alcohols to C�C triple bonds catalyzed by Pd(0)
often involves the presence of carboxylic acids in
hydropalladation reactions5 which are initiated by the
hydrido-palladium species formed in situ (Fig. 1B). On
the other hand, the reaction involving a possible addi-
tion of an electrophile to the C�C multiple bond, with
the aid of transition metals, has been limited to stoi-
chiometric observations.6 Catalytic reactions similar to
Fig. 1C, however, have not been investigated. We
report a Pd(0)-catalyzed hydroalkoxylation of internal
conjugated diynes 2 using acidic alcohols which gives
the hydroalkoxylated enyne products 3 in an unusual
anti-Wacker-type process (Eq. (1)).

Figure 1. Pd-catalyzed functionalization of C�C multiple bonds.
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In an initial experiment, using mono-alkynes and phe-
nols, no addition product was obtained in the presence
of Pd(PPh3)4, as catalyst. But, when the substrate was
changed to 5,7-dodecadiyne 2a, addition of phenol 1a
occurred unexpectedly at 100°C in toluene to give
enyne 3a in 52% yield. Single addition of phenol to one
of the triple bonds occurred exclusively, even in the
presence of excess phenol, leaving free the other triple
bond. Moreover, dimerization of the diyne was never
observed under the reaction conditions.7 After varying
the reaction parameters, we observed that the P(o-
tolyl)3 and Ph3P�O ligands, increased the yield of 3a to
give 87 and 98% NMR yields, respectively, under mild
room temperature conditions. The role of the addi-
tional ligands is not well understood as of this time. In
the absence of Pd(0) catalyst, no reaction was observed.
Several Pd(II) systems such as Pd(OAc)2, Pd(OAc)2/
PPh3O, Pd(OAc)2/CuCl2, PdCl2/CuCl/O2, PdCl2,
PdCl2/CH3N, PdCl2(CH3CN)2/PPh3, PdCl2(PPh3)2 and
Pd(OAc)2/p-benzoquinone, were investigated but all
gave no reaction, indicating the necessity of Pd(0) as
the active catalyst.

As shown in Table 1, the reaction proceeds in a highly
regio and stereoselective manner and the Z-phen-
oxyenyne 3 was isolated as the sole product in good to
high yields. The reaction indicates an exclusive trans
addition of phenol to one of the triple bonds. The Z
configuration was confirmed by the observed 3JCH=
4.35 Hz of 3i8 and by X-ray analysis of the Pt complex
of 3h, cis-Pt[(PPh3)2] [�2-CH3C�CC(OPh)�CHCH3], 4.9

The observed exclusive formation of the trans adduct is
in sharp contrast to the Pd(II)-catalyzed hydrostanna-

tion10 and disilylation11 of conjugated diynes, in which
cis addition occurs.

The utility of the electron rich Pd(0) in the reaction
indicates a mechanism involving addition of an elec-
trophile to the diyne system. Such a process has been
reported for platinum(0)6 and osmium(II)12 complexes.
A remarkable observation was the noted increased
nucleophilic character of Pt(0) complexes which were
�2-coordinated to a conjugated C�C multiple bonds
compared to the non conjugated unsaturated system.13

The electron rich transition metal with low oxidation
state donates its electron density to the C�C multiple
bond upon coordination. The conjugated diene or
diyne system is a good acceptor of metal d electrons
into its �* orbitals, because of conjugation. Through �
back bonding, the conjugated system becomes more
electron rich and susceptible to electrophilic rather than
nucleophilic addition. Indeed, the group of Casey14

observed that, stoichiometrically, in the presence of
excess CF3COOH, electrophilic addition of H+ to
Pt[(PPh3)2][�2-CH3C�CC�CCH3] 5 occurred selectively.

To shed light on the mechanism of the present reaction,
a Pt(0) analogue was employed. In the presence of
Pt(PPh3)4, the reaction of 1a with 2a gave 3a after 5
days in ca. 15% yield. The low yield was expected due
to the low reactivity of Pt compared to Pd. When the
reaction started with the expected Pt(0)-diyne adduct 5
(Eq. (2)) and excess phenol in the presence of
triphenylphosphine oxide, addition of phenol occurred
to give 3h in 34% yield, whose spectroscopic data
matches those obtained by Pd(0) catalysis.

(2)

Table 1. Pd-catalyzed hydroalkoxylation of conjugated diynes 2a

Alcohol 1 Diyne 2Entry Product 3 Yield (%)b

1 PhOH 1a 2a (R=Butyl) 3a 92
CF3CH2OH 1b 2a2 3b 71

3 2-Naphthol 1c 2a 3c 91
3d 992a4-Methoxyphenol 1d4

4-Methylphenol 1e 2a5 3e 86
6 2-Methylphenol 1f 2a 3f 68

4-Triflouromethylphenol 1g 2a7 3g 80
1a 2b (R=Methyl)8 3h 83

9 1a 2c (R=Phenyl) 3ic 40
922d (R=Hexyl)10 3j1a

1a 2e (R1=Phenyl; R2=Butyl) 3k/3ld 46/2711

a Unless otherwise specified, the reaction of 1 (1.0 mmol) and 2 (0.5 mmol) was carried out in the presence of 5 mol% Pd(PPh3)4 and 10 mol%
Ph3P�O in toluene at 25°C for 2–3 days.

b Isolated yield.
c Reaction performed at 60°C.
d 3k: PhC�CC(OPh)�CHButyl; 3l: ButylC�CC(OPh)�CHPh
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Scheme 1. Two plausible mechanisms for enyne formation.

Plausible mechanisms are shown in Scheme 1.15 Coordi-
nation of the Pd(0) species to one of the triple bonds
would give the electron-rich �2-coordinated Pd(0) com-
plex 6. Regioselective addition of a proton (route A)
would give the neutral complex 7 followed by reductive
elimination to give 3 and regeneration of Pd(0). An
alternative process would involve the regioselective
addition of a proton (route B) to afford 8.16 Rearrange-
ment of 8 gives the �-cumulenyl palladium complex 9.17

The attack of the phenoxide on the cumulene ligand of
9 (i.e. the side opposite to the bulky phosphine ligands)
would occur to give 10. Reductive elimination would
then give 3 and Pd(0) is regenerated. The proposed
mechanism is consistent with the absence of the double
addition of phenol to the starting diyne or the second
addition of phenol to the enyne 3 even over longer
times and of higher temperature and also with the
absence of the addition of phenol to mono-alkynes and
conjugated enynes. This is primarily due to steric fac-
tors and the fact that efficient conjugation cannot be
achieved in the enyne and mono-alkyne systems. More-
over, aliphatic alcohols do not add to the diyne system
indicating the necessity of an acidic alcohol (phenols,
naphthol 1c and 2,2,2-trifluoroethanol 1b), which is
consistent with the importance of a proton source as
proposed in the mechanism.

The present reaction, to the best of our knowledge, is
the first catalytic report involving electrophilic addition
to C�C multiple bonds by a transition metal with low
oxidation state, in an unusual anti-Wacker-type
process.
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10. Zhang, H. X.; Guibé, F.; Balavoine, G. J. Org. Chem. 1990,
55, 1857.

11. Kusumoto, T.; Hiyama, T. Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn. 1990, 63,
3103.

12. Harman, W. D. Chem. Rev. 1997, 97, 1953.
13. Saito, S.; Tando, K.; Kabuto, C.; Yamamoto, Y.

Organometallics 2000, 19, 3740.
14. Casey, C. P.; Chung, S.; Ha, Y.; Powell, D. R. Inorg. Chim.

Acta 1997, 265, 127.
15. An alternative pathway involving activation of a triple

bond by a Pd(II)-H species followed by trans phenoxide

attack is ruled out since in an attempt to prepare the Pd-H
species by adding acetic acid to the reaction, no 3 was
produced, instead dimerization of the diyne was observed.
Trost, B. M.; Romero, D. L.; Rise, F. J. Am. Chem. Soc.
1994, 116, 4268.

16. The Pt and H assume a cis configuration across the double
bond, see Refs. 8c and 14 and Mann, B. E.; Shaw, B. L.;
Tucker, N. I. J. Chem. Soc. A 1971, 2667.

17. For some precedents in the rearrangement of 8 to 9 see Ref.
11 and Dyker, G.; Borowski, S.; Henkel, G.; Kellner, A.;
Dix, I.; Jones, P. G. Tetrahedron Lett. 2000, 41, 8259.


	`Anti-Wacker-type hydroalkoxylation of diynes catalyzed by palladium(0)
	References


